
August 2025

Here we are mid August already!

Summer is rolling out as fall and cooler weather is in our futures. We 
have had a pretty mild summer, temp wise, so I hope you all have taken 
advantage of it and put some miles on your bikes when you could fit it in.

July seems like it was slow, at least for the club. A couple weeks ago we 
had our club picnic / meeting. We skimmed over Dixon pros and cons, 
agreed on a date for our national road run next year, talked about some 
upcoming events, and ate a complimentary (members) catered lunch 
with family. We had several new members in attendance which is always 
promising for the future of the club.

We also decided on the theme for Dixon 2026 which will be the 90th 
Anniversary of the Harley Davidson Knucklehead.

Joe G. is putting a ride together this month through the foothills from 
Folsom to Plymouth and back to Folsom. Please try to attend the rides 
when possible. It's very discouraging to put an event together and have 
little or no participation.

The club had a good showing at The Cycle Swap on Aug, 3rd. We took 
"Uncle Lenny's", Lenny Miller, Westlake speedway bike to display with our 
tent. It drew several prospective members to us and hopefully that will 
pan out in the Future.

Next month I plan on leading the club on a ride to the NorCal Chopper 
Show in Lockeford for the 3rd time. Back roads from Elk Grove to the 
show and back, Sept. 13th. Looking forward to a big pack of riders!

(continued on page 2)
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Our next chapter meeting will be Saturday, October 4,  2025 
location TBD.



(continued from page 1)

ln retrospect, it seems our hard work and visual presence at events is starting to pay off. I thank each 
and every one of you for anything you do for the club no matter how small.

I'm very proud of our club and it's members. I consider you all as part of my family as well as friends.

Ride safe, see you soon!

Tracy Stahlman
President, Fort Sutter M/C Chapt. of the AMCA
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Fort Sutter Meeting Minutes August 2, 2025

Call to Order: The August 2, 2025 meeting was called to order at: 12:38 pm 

● Welcome New Members: Bobbo, Jim Lyons, Caleb, Dan Reese;  Guests: none at the meeting. Overall, more 
than 40 members were present.

● Membership: Karie Schenken, Membership Chair, reports there are:  97 Primary members, 30 Associates,  2 
Junior members, and 7 Honorary members and 6 honorary past.

● Treasury Report: Club made $2,572 from Dixon meet. Sponsorships saved the chapter from loss. Current 
account balances total $35,166.

● Minutes: A motion was made by Mark and seconded by Jayne to approve the  minutes as written for the June 
7, 2025 meeting. Passed by voice vote.

Old Business 
● NORCAL Cycle Swap: The NORCAL Cycle Swap will be August 3, 2025. This is often an opportunity to recruit 

new chapter members. Contact Bob Henry or Tracy Stahlman if you can help. 
● Dixon post mortem

o Event summary: Feed back from some vendors was that the meet was a little short of buyers. In the 
future, there will be another national meet in Colorado Springs which may or may not affect Dixon 
attendance. Dixon is still free entry for buyers and spectators, which is not true of some other swaps. 
Dixon was well attended by vendors at 170 spaces sold. The Dixon fairgrounds location is still similar in 
cost to other potential locations. Dixon has the advantage that it is centrally located and already 
familiar to attendees. There were some added costs to the club this year: some are legitimate and 
unavoidable; some seem petty. Fire marshals and rentals for chairs and tables had to be borne by the 
club. There were charges for cleaning up after the food vendors. Can we avoid this in the future? There 
was a charge for someone doing donuts in the gravel area. Tracy knows the culprit and will deal with it. 
Club was charged for cleaning grease in grease-pit, but no cooking went on that would fill grease-pit, so 
it’s not clear why we should get hit with this charge. Also got charged for restacking tables. Club 
members put all the tables back on the racks, so again, not clear why we should get this charge. We 
may need to take many before and after pictures in the future.

o Judging summary - Tom briefly noted that based on Gary’s summary, judging went well. [For reference, 
here is Gary’s complete summary: Everything seemed to go really smoothly for the judging of the 55+ 
bikes we had this year and we had no complaints afterwards. Kiyoko did a great job with the paperwork 
and Keith Kaiser mentioned that it was the smoothest judging event he's ever attended! So I figured it 
was pretty high praise from him. Please let all the members know how much I appreciated all their help 
and once again for the 2nd year, we finished pretty quickly considering the number of bikes registered 
this year. Honestly I think it was the work of the captains that helped make the judging go so well. I've 
reached out to most of the judges to thank them for their help this year and still have a few more to 
contact. I did get feedback that almost all of the judges are willing to return next year so I think that 
speaks well for next year's event. If there is any other feedback that the club members would like to 
share about the judging, please ask them to contact me and I'm always happy to hear from them. I also 
want to say thanks to all the members and the board who checked in with me after my neck surgery to 
see how my recovery was going. I really appreciated it. I can say the last surgery did take quite a toll on 
me physically and I'm pleased everything went well with the judging. I'm still willing to serve as the 
Chapter Deputy Judge for next year if the club still wants me to serve in the position for next year. Like 
always, I'm always here for the club to help in any way I can. On a separate note, Gabe and I were 
asked to help judge bikes at the Scott's Valley event on Saturday the 26th of July so we are looking 
forward to seeing how the event goes as it will be our first time attending.]   

(continued on page 5)

Page 4[Return to TOC]



(continued from page 4)

o Other aspects of the meet reported to have gone smoothly, including announcing, gate, field striping, 
banquet went well. A minor complaint at vendor BBQ was cold chili. Next time, we may need a better 
way to heat the chili and more of it.

New Business

● National Road Run 2026: The run will be held in the Gold Country area (hwy 49). Tunie proposed Jackson as 
the base. The run dates will be September 21-23, 2026.

● National minute: John Markley spoke about national goings on. He pointed out the significant partnership that 
has been forged with the AACA to include motorcycle judging at AACA meets. This will give AMCA members 
more geographic options for getting their motorcycles judged.

● Theme for Dixon 2026: 90th anniversary of the Knucklehead.

● Past events:
o Oregon Trail National Road Run June 18-20: Tracy and other attendees reported that this was a very 

enjoyable ride with a really nice base at an AMCA member’s home which was virtually a museum in 
itself. 

● Upcoming events and club rides

o NorCal swap: August 3
o Club ride led by Joe Giammona, August 16, starting in Folsom, full details will be in newsletter and 

announced via email.
o Next meeting October 4
o NorCal chopper show in September will be a club ride.
o Comstock Road Run is October 9-11, 2025 in Bishop, CA. Details will be in the newsletter.

[Meeting was suspended at 1:14 pm for lunch; reconvened after lunch.]

Meeting adjourned at: 3:00 pm
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Texas Fandango
April 4 - 6, 2025

(Photos and text  by Eric Olson)

The write-up and pictures on the following pages were supplied by Eric 
Olson. I forgot to include it in the June newsletter, so belatedly (no fault of 
Eric’s), here is his coverage of the Texas Fandango.
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Howdy y’all!  Hard to believe it’s been a year already, but the calendar 
says April so it’s time to head back to Fredericksburg for the Texas 
Fandango.  And of course, the Cherokee folks didn’t disappoint.  They don’t 
have as many shows under their belts as Fort Sutter does, but they still 
know how to deliver a great swap meet and show!  This year we had a 
special guest appearance by none other than John and Phyllis Markley.  So 
great to share some southern hospitality with a couple members of my 
Fort Sutter family.  I hope it’s the first of many members to come check it 
out.

(continued on following page)



(Texas Fandango, continued)
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(continued from previous page)

Just like before, my sidekick for this outing was my good friend Rick.  
We loaded up his RV early on Thursday and hit the road trying to stay 
ahead of the downtown Dallas traffic.  With luck on our side and wind at 
our back we were pulling into the campground before the sun set on 
Thursday night.  We secured our site at the RV park and headed into town 
for a steak dinner and a drink or three.  We enjoyed the food and 
atmosphere, and with full bellies we headed back to our campsite for a 
nightcap and sweet dreams about old bikes in the morning.

I rose around 7 and headed to the coffee pot for a bit of the wake-up 
juice.  After a few sips I was heading outside to wander the campground 
and see who else might be kicking about.  Unlike last year, I really didn’t 
see any old bikes among the guests.  We were at a different park this year, 
and instead of bikes I noticed the campground was full of Airstream 
trailers.  There must have been more than 25 and most looked to be of the 
vintage variety.  After talking to an owner we learned they were caravaning 
around the state as a group.  The fella I talked to was an 80-year-old who 
had driven all the way down from Rhode Island with his Airstream in tow.  
It was like an AMCA road run, but with each participant having 6 or more 
wheels and being the length of 5 or more bikes.  It sounded like fun, but I’ll 
stick to a good V-twin and the wind in my face.  I headed back to the RV, 
refreshed my coffee, and Rick and I struck out for the fairgrounds.

It was around 9:30 when we passed through the gate, but just like last 
year there were a lot of empty vendor spots waiting for their occupants to 
set up.  I guess I’m used to Dixon where the hustle and bustle is well 
underway as soon as the sun comes up.  Out here, some of the guys seem 
to get around to setting up a bit later in the morning.  No worries, there 

(continued on following page)



(Texas Fandango, continued)
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(continued from previous page)

was still plenty to look at, and just like last year I could circle the 
fairgrounds several times to be sure I didn’t miss anything as the day went 
on.  We wandered all over and saw plenty of bikes and parts everywhere, 
but nothing seemed to line up with our needs.  We headed into the hall 
where the show bikes were staged, and as I chatted with some Cherokee 
members John Markley appeared in front of me.  What a nice moment to 
finally be with members of the two chapters I belong to!  I chatted with 
John and Phyllis for a while, then he put on his President’s hat and I 
introduced him to some of the volunteers at the Cherokee booth.  John 
was interested in meeting everyone he could and listening to whatever 
they had to say.  A great President indeed!  

I left John and Phyllis with plans to get together for dinner later and 
went back to picking through parts.  After a whole day of searching, the 
only thing I came away with was an old motorcycle license plate frame 
from a West Sacramento Honda dealer.  It wasn’t in great shape, but it was 
a bit of Sacramento that had found its way out to Texas, and since we 
shared that in common I figured it ought to come home with me.  Rick and 
I couldn’t find anything else to bring home, so we left the fairgrounds and 
headed back to the RV to clean up for dinner.  We met John and Phyllis at a 
local Mexican restaurant, and while we sat outside enjoying the spring 
weather we loaded up on good food and shared lots of stories.  It was 
great to catch up firsthand with what’s been going on with Fort Sutter, and 
to share more stories of life in Texas.  It was hard to say good-bye, but 
eventually we called it a night.

On our way back to the RV Rick and I decided to swing by the 
fairgrounds once more.  There was talk of a big storm moving in that night, 



(Texas Fandango, continued)

Page 9
[Return to TOC]

(continued from previous page)

but it sure didn’t phase the bikers who were setting up their tents and 
getting ready for a long night of partying.  There was a portable stage and a 
live band setting up out among the campers, and it was clear it was going 
to be a rowdy night.  We decided to leave them to it and drove back to the 
RV where it was warm and dry.  Overnight the rain and wind pounded 
away and I could only imagine what it must be like for the guys in tents.  
Rick is a pilot and has a real-time app that tracks the weather.  He said 
conditions were right for a tornado at 3 A.M., but thankfully it passed 
without incident.  I bet those guys have some stories to tell!

Back at the show in the morning, it was wet and muddy and we 
decided to pass on walking the grounds again.  If anything, there was less 
to look at as some vendors had pulled out ahead of the weather.  We 
started chatting with friends and soon learned the flat track races would 
likely be cancelled that afternoon due to track conditions.  With that news 
we decided to say our good-bye’s and get on the road.  After packing up 
and hitting the road we stopped in Johnson City, about a half hour east of 
Fredericksburg, for lunch and a visit to the Texas Vintage Motorcycle 
Museum.  It houses a collection of bikes put together by Gordon Massie, 
along with a few other display bikes by friends of his.  We met Gordon at 
the front counter and stopped to chat.  He is originally from California but 
moved to Texas in the 1970’s and never left.  He spent a long time 
collecting bikes and now he displays them in an old Ford dealership in 
downtown Johnson City.  The back room still has the lift in the ground that 
was used to service Model A’s in the twenties and thirties.  It was a great 
conclusion to a short but very sweet trip.  A couple of days spent talking 
with good friends and looking at old bikes is about as good as it gets!  
Happy trails to you until we meet again. Eric 

(continued on following page)



(Texas Fandango, continued)
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A 46 Chief project.  
Only $5500 with a 
title.  Maybe I should 
have thought about 
this one more time... 

A few of the 
Montana 
Legends I first 
met last year.  
Judging by the 
chapter 
pendants on the 
handlebars, they 
get around



(Texas Fandango, continued)
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A WLA project 
coming together.  He 
said he got an engine 
for cheap, and next 
thing he knew he 
was collecting a 
whole bike.

Checking out bikes 
at the Texas 
Vintage 
Motorcycle 
Museum



(Texas Fandango, continued)
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Crusty old 1932 
Harley VL barn find.  
Original dirt intact!

I found a home for the FSMC 
patch Karie Schenken sent 
me.  Sporting the newest 
'Texas Outpost' gear



(Texas Fandango, continued)
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My pick for the Greg 
Wood award bike.  You 
could stare at this for 
hours looking at all the 
junk piled on it

Nice looking VL 
bobber



(Texas Fandango, continued)
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Some cool parts.  
Could be yours for 
the right price.

Rick, myself, and the 
Markley's enjoying 
dinner and 
conversation



May 1995 F.S.M.C. Newsletter

Eric Olson sent along the newsletter on the next pages. Says Eric: “I was 
going through some papers and found some old newsletters I was given a 
while back.  One of them was the May 1995 edition of the FSMC newsletter.  
Check out some of the prices in the classifieds.  I think that Black XA was 
Armando Magri's and is now owned by Dennis Gill.  Good history. Best to 
all!!! –Eric”
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(May 1995 F.S.M.C. Newsletter, continued)
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(May 1995 F.S.M.C. Newsletter, continued)
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(May 1995 F.S.M.C. Newsletter, continued)
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(May 1995 F.S.M.C. Newsletter, continued)
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(May 1995 F.S.M.C. Newsletter, continued)
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Motorcycles for sale

The following motorcycles are for sale by 
chapter member Mike Williams.

Contact him at : 916 717-5599
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1979 750 Triumph Bonneville
Starts, runs, and stops good.
New battery and brake master cylinder.
Clear Calif. title, on non-op since ‘98.
$2,500.

1957 BSA A10, project with Road Rocket motor
All parts there
Georgia tag & registration
Georgia doesn’t have titles on motorcycles before 1986
$2,500.



Ft. Sutter Chapter Ride

August 16, 2025

Joe Giammona is organizing a Saturday ride.

“Folsom Loop” Club Ride Sat Aug 16th.  This ride will take us from Temple Coffee in 
Folsom on back roads (no freeway) into Plymouth with a rest stop at Sobon Winery 
Estate. They have a pretty cool winery museum dating back to the 1850’s.  After a 30 
minute break and museum tour, we’ll head up to El Dorado on more back roads and 
into Folsom for our final destination and lunch stop at Out of Bounds Craft Kitchen and 
Biergarten near Folsom Harley Davidson. 

This is an 80 mile round trip ride, approximately 2 ½ hours including rest stop. *Note, 
our rest stop at Sobon Winery does not have any amenities other than bathrooms (and 
wine), so bring your own water, snacks… to get you by.  If anyone needs gas we can 
make an additional stop at the Plymouth Trading Post.  Other than a little traffic from 
our starting point and a few miles to our final destination, we should have smooth 
riding the rest of the way.

Get  to Temple Coffee a little early, with a Full Tank of Gas, and enjoy a cup of coffee 
and maybe some pastry before we head out.  KSU 9:30 SHARP!

Ride details - Starting at Temple Coffee 2776 E Bidwell St, ste 500, Folsom, we’ll head 
down Bidwell St to White Rock Rd .From there we’ll take Latrobe Rd all the way to Old 
Sacramento Rd into Plymouth, then onto Shenandoah Rd to Sobon Winery. After our 
break we retrace our route back to Plymouth and take Hwy 49 into El Dorado, taking El 
Dorado Rd to Missouri Flat Rd to Green Valley, catching Blue Ravine Rd to Folsom Blvd, 
to Out of Bounds Craft Kitchen 13407 Folsom Blvd. Folsom

If you have any questions or plan on joining us, please shoot Joe a text so he can have 
a basic head count (209)747-9419.

Hope to see everyone on the 16th.
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Pics from August Chapter Meeting & Picnic
August 2, 2025

(photos by Jayne Myers)
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The Ft. Sutter chapter picnic was held once again at Elk Grove Regional Park. The 
August meeting was held in conjunction with the picnic. Some members road 
classic bikes to the event, and Mike Williams drove his classic hot-rod.

See more photos on the following pages.



(Meeting & picnic, continued)

Page 24
[Return to TOC]

The meeting was conducted by chapter president Tracy Stahlman. 
More than 40 members were present for the picnic and meeting.



(Meeting & picnic, continued)
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Beef and chicken with salads for lunch with chocolate cake for dessert.



(Meeting & picnic, continued)
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Chapter member and AMCA 
President, John Markley, was 
present to talk about national 
matters.



Upcoming event from the Comstock chapter
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(Upcoming event, continued)
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